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THE CPRRATICNS OF THE T{IRD BATTALION, 47TH INFANTRY
REGIMENT, (NINTH U.S5. INFANTRY DIVISION},
AT BOVENBURG FARM, NCRTH OF HAMICH, GERMANY,
16=- 24 NOVEMBER 1944, (RHINFLAND CAMPAIGN) -

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations-of_the'Brd
Battalion, 47th Infantry Regiment, 9th U.S. Infantry Div-
laion, in the First U.S. Army Winter Offensive, during the
period 16~ 24 November 1944,

In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary
to revliew briefly the actions of the allied forces in-
Western Furope during 1944 that lead to the events to be
described.

On 6 June 1944, the allles assaulted Germany's
"Fortress Europe" over the Atlantic beaches of Normandy,
France and quickly established a bridgehead. (1} On 25
July 1944, these forces broke out of thelr bridgehead,
and armored éolumne explolting this success quickly lib-
erated all but the northeasterly provlinces of France,
and were on the Dutch froﬁtier, by mid-September. (2)

While withdrawing before the allied columns, the
enemy created a supply problem for the allies by leavling
behind large garrisons ﬁo deny them port facilltles on
the Atlantic coast. (3) (4)

As & result, In the first weeks of September, the
recing columns which were pursuing a thoroughly beaten
enemy,‘ouﬁran their supply lines and ground to & halt be- -
fore the German border system of fortifications, the
Slegfried Line. (5) (See Map A) |

The Germen Army, in splte of l1ts defeats in France,

managzed to make an orderly withdrawal, and the slow-up of

(1) A-1, p. 185, (2) &-1, p. 191, (3) &-2, p. 129, (4) A-3,
p. 233, (5) A-2, p. 131. '
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the allied drive gave it the opportunity needed to re-
sroup and to occupy the fortificatlions on the ffontie?.
(6) In addition, & drastic sweep of the German man-
power barrel had produced sufficient material for neﬁ
formations. These were hastlly trained, intesgrated with
ssascned troops, and thrown in to occupy plllboxes and
bunkers on the line under the c¢irection of divisional
staffs back from Frence. (T)

In the van of—the allied advance, the First U.S.
Army had come to rest in a sector alonz tne German bor-
der from a soint about five miles nortnh of the clty of
Aachen to the eastern corner of Luxembourz. With lim-
ited supplies, 1t pushed on during the month of Cctober
and captured Aachen, an important keystone in the Slegfried
Line. (8) (See Map A)

Meanwniles, the German high command ordered the
evecuetlon of the civil populace inrthe peth of the
Flret Army. All able-bodied mzles were retéined end un-
der the supervision of military englneers they began
construction of en extensive system of fleld fortifi-
~ecvtions to bolster the Siepfried Line which was being rup-
tured in the Aachen ares. Villazes and hamlets were
turned into strongpoints, fields of fire were cleared
in the cltles and forests, and 211 high ground was deép-
ly end expertly entrenched. (9)

S0, even though the Slegfried ILine itself was clesn-
ly broken in the Aachen sector by First Army's Octobsr ad-
vances, the enemy found troops to shift to the new pos-
ltions described above, and Firast Army found itself with-

(6) A-4, p.55 (7) A-5, p. 57 (8) A-4, p. 47-50 (9)
A-4, p.56
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out the means to continue the advance. (10)

THE GEN®ERAIL. SITUATION

With the clearance of the enemy from.around the
port of Antwerp on 9 November, the supply cerisls was al-
leviated and a general winter offensive by the allles be-
came possible. First U.3. Army was instructed to attackft
the east with the Rhine Rlver between the citles of Col-
ogne and Bonn as 1ts objective. (11) (See Map A)

The VII Corps of the First Arry was assigned to
meke the reln thrust. (12) In support of this operation
there was planned the wmost ambiﬁious alr support pro-
gram of the wer to that date. This program, dubbed
"Operation Q", involved the particilpation of over 5000
alrcraft, dropplng twenty million pounds of bombs on
the fortified citles, villages and hamlets laying in the
Zone of advance. To prevent a repetition of the July
25th 5t Lo tragedy, where large numbers of friendly
troops had been hit in the alr preparation, an intricate
system of front line ldentification was devised. (13)

For 1ts attack, YEL.Corps had assigned to it the
lst, 4th, and 104th Infantry ﬁivisions, the 3rd Armored
Division, the 47th Regimental Combat Team, Combat Com-
rmend "R" of the S5th Armored Divisior, and the 4th Cav-
alry Group, plus a strong allotment of heavy artillery.
(14) The front line of the corps on the eve of the attack
ran from near Wurselen, on the northern army boundary,
to a point east of Zweifall, Germany. From north to south
on this line were the 104th Infantry Division to Stolberg,
(10) a-4, p. 58, (11) A-4, p. 65, (12) a-4, p. 67, (13)
A-6, p. 261, (14) A-4, p. 71.
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the 3rd Armored Uivision to Gressenicher Woods, and the
47th =.72.T. to near Zweifall. (15) (See Map B)

The 47th R.Z.T., & part of the 9th Infentry Div-
tsion, hazd been in its vositions since 1A September
following a penetretion of the Slesfried Line. (16)

Thes balance of the divislon, which hed been operating
to the scuth in the Hurteen Forest, had become "bloody
and bent" attemoting similar penetrstions. On 24 Octo~
ber, the 9th Dlvislon was relieved, bﬁt the 47th R.C.7T.
was left in the line. For the VII CZorps operetion, the
comnbet team was gttached to the lst Infantry Division
on 10 November. (17)

In its defensive positions, the combst tean employed
its three infantry battallons on line--- the lst, 3rd, i/
and 2nd frowm left to right. The 3rd Battalion occupled P

th

[

town of Schevenhutte and the high ground around it. Ex*

(18) It was planned to send the wain thrust of the (npfﬁyk

coming offensive throuch these positions. {(See Map B)‘ﬁ
The Corns order for the attzck designated the 1st

Infzntry Division, with the 47th R.2.T:. attached, to

make the main effort. The initiel objective wes to

be the fortified villeze of Gressenich, which was about

1500 yerds west of Schevenhutte, and then the Nothberg-

Hamlch Ridge. The 104th Infantry "Division wes to attaék

gimultaneously from its positions north of the Inde Hiver.

The 47th R.2.T. wes to atteck to tne north and seize the

Nothberg- Hucheln area. On order the 3rd Armored Tlvision

Y15) A=4, p. 65 (16) Personal inowledse (17) A-6, p. 162
(18) Personal knowledze
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would attack from Stolberg and seize the Hastenrath-
Werth- Kottenich area. All of these actions would
squeeze the enemy into the city of Eschweller and
protedt the left flank of the waln effort. The 1lst

Division, following capture of the Nothberg~ Hamlich

Ridge, would continue the attack to the northesst, cross T

the Roer River gnd cavture Cologne. The 4th Infantry o

4

. &
Division was to attack abreast and south of the 1lst Divzf’ﬁ}

ision tharoush the Hurtgen Forest. (19) (See Map B) ~«/< gﬁt

In addition to the ailr support of "Operation Q",
mazsive artillery preparations wefe planned for an hour
prior to H-=hour on the initial objectives and for twenty
minutes thereafter on "deep-in" targets. (20)

The date for the attack was set for sometime be-‘
tween 11 Novemwber and 16 November, the exact date be-
ing dependent on flying weather, (21) |

The commander of the 1st Infentry Divislon planned
to attack with three regiments abreast. The 47th R.C.T.,
on the left, was to attack Gressenicﬁ at H-hour. Follow-
lng capture of the town, it was to selze the Nothberg-
Hamich Ridge and from fhere, move to 1ts assigned
mission in the Nothberg- Hucheln area. The 16th Infantry
was to attack throucsh the positions of the 3rd Battalion,
47th Infantry, and seize the town of Hamlch. From there
it was to continue to the northeast along the high
ground. The 26th Infantry was to attack northeast from
Schevenhutte, throush the wooded hills on the right of
the YWehe Valléy, snd meintaln contact with the 4th Inf-
antry Division. The 18th Infantry, initial'ly in reserve,
(19) A-4, p. 72, (20) A4, p. 73, (21) A-4, p. T4.
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was to make the main effort of the divislon up the Wehe‘uum ‘ﬁ&

Vallzy to Langerwene ané heyond. (22) (See Map B) Nﬁ'\;“1 *vf
The commander of the 47th R.2.T. planned to agio&-

plish his wmission by assaulting Gressenicn witn his 1st

“attalion. Alsd on D-day, Company K of the 3rd BRattal-

ion, 47th Infantry, was to follow on the left of the

16th Infantry, and cut the Gressenich-Hamich Hoad. The

rest of the 3rd Battallon would support the attack of

the 16th Infentry by fire from 1ts positions in and -

7 round Schevennutte. _Following the capture of Gressen-

ich, the 1st and 3rd Battallions would assault the Nothberg-

Harieh Rldge, (23) (See Map B)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

When the 3rd Battalion, 47th Infantry, received
notice of the forthcoring attack on sbout 7T Novemﬁer,
the morele of the personnel was high although the men
were extremely tired of the dally enemy shelling and
snining. Casualties had been low during the battal-
lon's stay in Schevenhutte due to the excellence of the
defenslive positions held, but nerves were on edge after
two months in the same positions. 41l professed to
welcome a resumption of the attack, varticulerly when
1t beceme *nown thet another unlt wes to maxe the 1nl-
tial asssult., (24)

When the battalion had taken up its n»ositions in
Schevenhutte, the way before it to Duren and Colozne
seemed void of enemy. However in tne followinz two
monthe a steady builld-up of enemy strengtn hed been re-
(22) a-7, p. 288 (23) Statement of Colonel {Brig. Gen.)
George W. Smythe, CO, 47th R.C.T., during tnis period
(24) Personal knowledge
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norted br daily wnatrols to the front. rBy the time of
the attack, patrollins was usually limlted to a few hun-
dred yards to the front and asny daylisht. movement along
the lines brouzht in hostile fire. (25)

The town of Schevenhutte consisted of about sixty
houses. 4 resort town at the edee of the Hurtgen For-
est, 1t lay 1n the Wehe Valley surrounded by heavily
wooded hlll masses thst fose to 250 meters. %=xits from
the town led northeast along the Wehe River to Lanzer-
wehe, esst through the Hurtsen, southwest along the Wehe
to Zweifall, and west over the hills to Gressenicn. The
nearest town was Hawmich, about 1000 yards north, however,
there was no direct road from tnls town to Schevenhutte,
On arrival, the 3rd Battallion had found 3chevenhutte un-
touched by the war, but in tﬁe next two months, enemy
artlliery and wortars had destrdyed or damazed every
building in town. |

-The battalion commander, Liesutenant Coionel‘anald'
C. Olavman, had nis forces disposed as follows: Come
vany L was in the‘woods on the high ground northeast and
east of the town, Company K‘was in the north and north-
west outskirts of town, covering the apprcaches from
Gressenich and Lgngerwehe, and Company I was west of
the town covering the left flank of the battalloﬁ. Com=
pany M had its machine suns in posltion on the M L R
and the mortar p;atoon occupled nositions along the Zwel-
fall road ap@roximately an half mile from town. The
btattallon had attaéhed‘a platoon of medium tanks from
Company A of the T46th Tank Battalion and a_platoon

(25) statement of Lieutenant ZJolonel Donald Claymen,
3rd Battalion Gommander during this period.
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of tank-destroyers from Company C of the 8399th Tank- N

S
Destroyer Battalion, whlch occupled posltions covering o

approaches to the town. A platoon of 4.2" chemical mor-
tars of Company D, 87th Ghemical Battalion, and the 1lst
Platoon of the regimental cannon company, were also attach-
ed to the 3rd Battallon and in position slong the

Zweifall Road in rear of the 81mm mortar platoon. (26)

(See Map G)

PREPARATIONS FOR T-F ATTACK

Since occupying the Schevenhutte positions, Colonel
Clayman and his staff had contemplated resumlng the at-
tack. They felt tnet sn attack would most likely be
through the positions of Cowmpany K, to the north between
the towns of Gressenich and Hamlich. With this in mind,
much patrolling had been conducted by Company K and a
route forward to the D-day oblJective of this unit was in-
tlmately known by the compan& officers. The one critical
polnt along this route ley at & point where 1t crossed thé
Schevenhutte-Gressenich Road. Here was located a larce
concrete pillbox. Recause of its vulnerabllity to fire
from both the friendly and enemy lines, this positlion was
not occupled by either side during daylight but was vis=-
lted by both sldes at night. Attempts hzd been made to
destroy this position but sufficlent exzlosive materials
nad not been avallable. A4s 1t blocked the route of Com=-
pany K 1n the accomplishment of Lts Deday misslon, Col-
onel'Glaymén ordered that the pillbox and its approaches
be thorouginly booby-trapped, and that Company X set up
a strongpoint around the plllbox each night until the attack
to insure 1ts being in friendly hands on D-day. (27)

(26) Personal knowledge, (27) Statement of Lt. Col. Clayman.r
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As supportineg flres could not be delivered from the
front-line positions of Company M's machine zuns, the
lst Platoon was withdrawn and placed in positioh on
high ground soutn of Schevenhutte. Here the platoon
could.place indirect fire on defiladed éreas in the
enemy' s rear. (28) (Se; Map G)

The effectiveness of thlis fire was demonstrated_
by an incident whlch took place one night shortly be-
fore the attack. An outpost of Compeny L had noted the
resular nightly visit of a horse drawn ration vehicle to
the opposite enemy posiiions. Whea Llso Lleuteurai Louls
M. Schneider, ls. riavoon, Company M, heard of this, he
spent an evening at the outpost end learnad from the sound
of the vehlcle that Just before it halted and be-
gan dlspensing rations to the messklt banging enemy, it
passed over & wooden bridge. An examination of the mep
disclosed this bridge and Lieutenant Schnelder figured
the data for the guns to hit the bridge. A sound-power
line was laid from the outpost to the gun positions, and
the next night when the horses.started over the word
wag passed to the guns and they opened fire. Judging
from the screams of the animals and the sounds of
thelr hurried dseparture, it is‘doubtful if the enenmy
in that sector had any rstions that night. (29)

During the month of October, wortar ammunition had
become a critical item of supply. To control its ex-
penditure, all of the 60mm and 8lmm mortars in the
(28) Indirect firing with heavy wachine guns utilizes
fire control instrumenis and artillery methods. It is
described 1n full in "The Machine Gunner's Handbook",
(Coates), The Infantry Journal Book Service, however, its
employment is contrary to current doctrine, (29) Per-

sonel knowledge.
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battalion haq been tied into an impro#ised firerdirection
center under the control of lst Lleutenant Ira Rosenfeld,
the 8lmm mortar platoon leader. For the accomplishment
of‘the fire supportrmission of the battallon in the
forthcoming attack, Liéutenant Rosenfeld recommended

that this system be used agaln, adding the fires of the
attached 4.2" chemical mortars and 105mm howitzers. The
battalion commander approved thls plan and communicaetions
were lald commecting all gun positions and observation
posts to the fire direction cemter in the command post

of Company M. On a map of the area, the enemy held por-
tion was gridded inte 200 yard squares. Each sguare was
then numbered and the fire data to hit each square was
figured for the base gun in each position. By this means,
firing could be controlled along the entire battalion
front to the extent of ﬁassing e rough time-on-target
concentration of all guns on a single target area. {(30)

To glve additlonal welght to the supporting fire to
be dslivered, Colonel Clayman ofdered the hattallon
anti-tank platoon and the attached tank and tank-destroy-
er platoons out of thelr defensive positions and into
posltions on the high ground west and south of Scheven-
hutte from ﬁhich they could support the attack with high
explosive fire. Tables for indirect firing with the
57mm anti-tank gun were avallable at the divislion ord-
nance company. {31) (See Map C)

Two days prior to the arrival of the 1lst Infantry
Division troops in the srea, the 3rd Battalion began
taking deceptive measure to cover the activities which
were about to take place. The tanks were moved about at
(30) Stetement of 1st Lt. (Capt.) William H. Horan, ex-
ecutive officer, Company M, during this period. (31)
Persongl knowledge.
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night, and patrolling and mortar firine were lntensified.

Since 1t would be impossible to dlszuise completely the
imoending sttack, it was intended tk@t these measures
would teke the edre off the enemy's alertness. When the
assault elements of the 1lst Division closed into the area
Colonel Cleyman ané his staff spent much time orlenting
the leaders on the terrsain snd enemy to their front. {32)

The enemy opposite the 3rd RBattalion hed been iden-
tified &s elements of the CGerman 12th Division. (33)
Prisoners tezen compleined bitterly of their lack of
reinforcements, the stezdy attrition gf Amerlcen mortar
‘and artillery fire, and the lnadequacy of thelr supplies.
There wers ruwors of rélief by another unit at any tlme.
(34)

If these reports indiceted low morale in the enemy
infentry, the incr-ased volume and accuracy of thelr fire
indiceted somewhat different conditions exlstine among
eneny artillery and mortar crew. 1t wes estimated that
the enemy had over 300 pleces of artlllery alone capable
of firing into the aree. {35) The increasing and undls-
gulsed traffic over the‘narrow road to the rear from
Sehevenhutte brought intense sghelling from neorth, east
and west as trooos of the let and 4th Divisions assen-
bled for the attack. The concentrztion of strength
went on from & November to 10 Novemter. By then each
compeny of the 3rd Battallon hed an asszult battelion in
ite area. These crowded corditions provided fine tear-
gets for enemy observers. It wae & rare shell that fell
and did not take gnre toll in men or meterial. The weather

(32} Statement of Lt. Col Claymen (33) A-8, p. 90
(34) Personal knowledge (35) A-8, p. 90

~13%-




during the period of walting for the attack was bitter-
1y cold end & steady raln flooded the foxholes of the
infentry. 3Receuse of this weather, the atteck was can-
celled dailly from 11 Noverber to 15 November.

Iﬁ their more oermanent and improved posltions,
troope of the 3rd Battalion shared thelr ilmprovised
gtoves and shelter with the less fortunate néwly-arriv-
ed, and all troop leazders moved among their men in-
gvecting the conduct of foot messasze exerclses and
and deily sock changing prescribed to miniml:e the den-
a=1 of trenchfoot.

After five daye of these strained conditions, the
weather began to breax on the'mornlng of 16 NWovember.
High ebove and to the front colored bursts of anti-air-
craft shelis began to punctuate the patchy blue sky,
marking the bomb-safe line., Cerise panels were. broken
out end prominently disvlayed at each installatidn and
cn every vehicle.

At about 1145 hours, the first fliehts of R.A.F.
Lancasters pacssed over Schevenhutte on thelr way to
their targets snd st shout the same time, the suppoft-
ing artillery opened with & roar that paled tuie best ef-
forts of the enemy. The next hour brought an ear-split-
ting spectacle of the wight of the elllied erms. Follow-
inge the'heavy'and medium bombing deep in the enemy's
rear, scrcanming PQ47 "Thunderbolts" dived in to drop
their destruction on Gressenich and Hamich, and other
towns up the Wehe Valley. It was noted at thls time
that many of the dive-bombers, decelved by the smoke &and
dﬁst of esrlie: hourbings, were drocuing thelr loads too
far to the enemy's rear to be of the best éround sun-
port., The singsle tacticel &ir control party in the
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vicinity of Schevenhutte was ilncapzble of correcting

this to any great extent. (36)

THE SUPPCRTING ROLE OF THE BATTALICN

The fire support of the 3rd Battallon commenced
at 1235, Hf10. The Company M machline gun platoon fired
on the objective of Company K, along the Gressencih-Hamlch
Road. The anti-tank platoon fired along the narrow-gage
railroad from Gressenleh to Hamich, and the massed mortars
end carnnon under the battalion fire directlon center

began dropping shells on that portion of ths enemy': main

Tine in thehé6th Infantry's zone of advance. The tanks

and tenk-destroyers blasted away at the town of Hamich.

Exactly at 1245 houra, H-hour, infantry of the 1lst
Division rose and crossed the lines of the *rd Battalion.

The battalion's mortars and éannon did thelr flring
under the control of observation posta in end around
Schevenhutte as there were no direct communicatlions with
the assaulting echelons. A pyrotechnic slgnal was pre-
arranged for the lifting of these fires-in the separsate
zones of advance of the 26th Infantry, so fire support
wes continuous until the attacking infantry was ready to
make its initlael agsault. Thereafter, fires were shifted
to deep-in targets unless specific concentrations were
called for through normel means of communication. (37)

| The supporting fires proved effective 1in covering
the advance of the infantry to the first positions of
the enémy. However, as the advance continued to the towns
of Gressenich and Hamich, enemy resistance stiffened and
the attack slowed. By 1600 hours, the lst Battalion,
(36), (37) Personal knowledge.
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47th Infentry, was held uo in the outskirts of Gressenich
end the zdvence elements of the 16th Infantfy were still
ocutside of-ﬁamich. Comvaeny K wae then ordered forvard

on the l=ft of the 16th Infentry to cut tie roed connect-.
Ine these two towns. {38) (See Map C)

Quickly the riflemsn and ettached meschine gunners
from tne 2nd Platoon, Company 17, crossed ths open ground
ancd the roed gnd entered the woods, Within gn heur they
reported that.they ned established road bleck in their
oblectlive and hed met no reslstasnce. Wire was lald for-
ward to their positions end as dafkness fell, the 3rd
Battalion was waelting for orders for its employment 1in
the fight. (39)

The fichtine for ths towns of Gressenich znd Hzmich
contimied *hroucsh the nicht and the followlngs mornine.

Lt sbout 1C3C hours, 17 Novenmber, the lat Rattalion,
47th Infentry, cleared Sressenich of enemy, and thet

vafternoon, after meking no progress sesinst Hemich, the

s

Qﬁg 16th Infentry swung norti of the town ané captured Hill

v

232, (40) (41)
Cn 18 November, the 1lst Battalion, 47th Infantry,

bezan assaulting 2111 187 on the Notnbers-Hamich ridee,

ég (42) while the 16th Infentry defended its gains sgeinst

enemy counter-attacks. (43)

EMPLOYMENT OF THW THIRD BATTALION

By lete sfternoon on 19 November, the lst Rettallon,
47th Infentry, had ceptured 111 187, ané the 16th In-
fantry had &sll of the town of Hemlch under control. (44)

(38) A-8, p. 91, (39) Personal knowledge (40) (42) a-6,
p. 264, (41) (43) A-R, v. 92, (44) A-8, p. Ok,
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Plans were made for e continuation of the attack the

next dey which included the employment of the 3rd Battal-
ion, 47th Infantry. The regimental commander, Colonel
George W. Smythe, plenned to continue to the north along
the ridge to H11ll 167 with his 1st Battallon. As the
16th Infantry was to drive northeazst from Hamich, a ¢ap
would develop between that unit and the lst Battallon.
Coleonel Smythe . declded to send nis 3rd Battélion through
this gep in an effort to flank the strong enemy position
known to exist on H1ll 167. In the gap was & large woods
nemed the Bovenburgerweld. The near end of tnis woods
lay slong the Hamich-Northberg Road. It extended esast
for about 1300 yards and turned north for about 700
yards. At the heead of the woods was a group of bulld-
ings known s the Bovenburg Ferm. In rear of the farm
buildines were the Aachen~-Duren rellroad, and the town

of Hucheln. (See Map D}

Colonel Smythne had Colonel Clayman meet him at the
regimental observation post and there lssued orders for
the battallon to move to H11l 232 et once. At 0800,

20 November, the 3rd Battalion, in conjunction wlth the
lst Battelion on its left and the 16th Infantry on ita
right would sttack and clear tne Bovenburserwald of enemy.
It would then be prepared to continue the attack to tne
regimentel cobjective.

The 4.2" morter, tank-destroyer, and cannon plat-
oons reverted to thelr parent orzanizations at thils
time. (45)

Colonel Claymanr immediately ordered Company K to
move to Hill 232 and set up & defensive position, and
(45) Statement of Col. (Brig. Gen.} Smythe.
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returned to Schevenhutte to move the rest of his battal-
iton. By 1800 hours, the battalion hsd occupled the hill,
and durlne the last minutes of daylight, company commsnd-
ers were sble to make & visual reconnaissaﬁce of the
ground over wilch they would attack the next worning., (46)

After studylng the situstion, Coleonel Zlayman de-
cided to attack in the morning with Compesny K on the
left and Company L on the right. Company K was zlven
the mission of clearins the northern half of the woods and
Company L was order=d to clear the southern nalf, Com-
pany I woﬁld be in bettalion reserve and follow Compeny
L. A machine zun plstoon was‘attéched to eacn of the
twe lezding rifle compenies, and the 8lmm mortasr platoon
Wa.s dlrect@d to cover the attack from posltions on the
wesﬁ side of Hill 232, As soon after 0800 as the road
from fdamnich to the Sovenburserwald was cleared of mines,
the attached tank platoon was to move to the woods
and awalt further instructions. The battallon command-
=r'8 party would follow Company K initially, and the
bettalion command post and the ald sﬁation were co8tab-
lished in the narrow-gzase rallroad stetion at the edge
of damlen. The crest of Hiil 232 was designsted as the
line of @departure. (47) (See Map D)

During the night of 19- 20 Novemrber, patrols froﬁ
the battallion iIntelllgence section and Company L crossed
the open northeast slope of Hill 232 and reconnoltered
the forward edse of the woods. Troops of the 2nd Bat-
tallon of the 16th Infantry were loceted aloneg the south
edge of the woods, and contact was made with elements of

(46) Statement of Lt. Col. Clayman (47) Statement of Lt.
Jol, Clayman -

-18-




o )

the 1lst Battallion, 47th Infantry at the northeast cor-.

ner of the woods., Yo contact was made with the enemy.

¥ (48)

3.
o\ THE THIRD BATTALION ATTACKS

At 0800, 20 November, scouts of the leadine plat-
oons of Companies K and L start=4 down the open east-
grn slopes of H11ll 232. This area was crossed without
incident and by 0845, both lead companies had closed
within the woods and were pressing on. ‘Once inslde the
wocds, the formetions closed up and scouts were only a
few yards in front of their companies. Under the thick
canopy of trees, llttle daylight sseped through and
v1islbility was limited to & few feet. Procress was
slowed considsrably. (49) |

By 1000 hours, Company K had penetrated about 400
'yards into the woods. 1st Lieutenant Hubert A. Urbaen,
commanding Company X and af the head of hls company, was
kneeling over his SCR 300 radio giving an hourly position
report to the battallon commander when, glanciﬁg up,
he saw a group of German soldlers standinz a few feet
avay. Lleutenant Urban dropped his hand set, zrabbed his
carbine and began flring. Immediately a sharp fire fight
developed on all sides. The enemy seemed completely sur-
prised by the appearance of Company K and their lack.of
organlzatlon was readily apparent. fressing this advane-
tage, the riflemen surged forward and the enemy dis-
appeared into the underbrush. Lieutenant Urban noted
the profusion of enemy equipment and the half construct-
(48) A-13, 19 November (49) Personal knowledse.
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2d foxholes sbout him and correctly surmised that he had
8lipped past any security elements the enemy may have had
posted, and that he had causnt them while they were dig-
ging in a2 position. Sensing that some sort of covering
fire would be coming dowﬁ to cover the enewy's withdraw-
al, he ordered hls men forward on the double. A4 few
minutes later, an extremely heavy barrage fell on the
vacated enemy positilon.

With the neavy shell fire falllng at 1ts heels,
Company K crashed forward through the underbrusin. In a
few minutes, the company covered approximately 600 yards
and came to an unimproved road that ran through the
woods, Lieuteﬁant Urban decided to halt, at this polint,
and regain contact with Company L on the right. The
company had just orsganized a position when down the road
from thelr rear came marching an enemy foot columm. A
light machine gun in position on the road went into acilon
and sprayed the column. .After a short fire flght, over
100 enemy were captured. Interrogation of these prilsoners
revealed that they were from the same unlt as the one
previously contacted by Company K. After wlthdrawing,
they had reorganized on the road nesr Buschof Farwm, (see
Map E), and proceeded to the rear only to be intercepted
by the fast moving Company K. (50) |

Just before the fighting began; Colonel Clayman
and his command group had stopped at the command post
of the lst Battallon, 47th Infantry, which was located
in a house at the nortuwest corner of the woods. When
firing was heard, the radio operator attempted to contact

(50) Statement of 1st Lt. {Capt.) William L. McWaters,
executive officer of Company X during this period.
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the companies. Compaeny K could not be reached, but Com-
pany L reported that they had run into the enemy and
had tsken a few prisoners. At about 1130 hours, lst
Lieutenant William L. McWaters, the executlive offlcer
of Company X, arrived with that unit's prisoners and
reported the company situation to Colonel Glayﬁan. The
colonel decided to have Company K remeln where 1t was
until Company L also reached the road. By this time,
the enemy had begun sporadlc mortar fire on the woods.
(51) |
Company L, led by lst Lieutenant Vestal R. Lester,
was having difficﬁlty catching up with Company K. In
thelr zone of advence, a small but tenaclous zroup of
enemy forced Company L to deploy and call for supporting
fire before pushing on. The enemy would then withdraw
a few hundred yards and agaln offer reslstance., Final
elimination of this enemy took some time. Also, be-
causge of the shaps of the woods and the direction of the
‘road, Company L had further to go to reach the rozd |
than did Company K. (See Map E) It was about 1545 be-
fore this was accomplished. (52)
' By this time, 1t was beginning to get dark in the
forest., Colonel Clayman decided to request permiasion
to stop in place for the night, rather than continue to
the northern tip of the woods in darkness. The regl-
mental commander granted thlis request, and steps were
taken to get the tanks, hot food and the individual rolls
forward to the positlions. Contact vatrols were organlz-
ad betweenrall companies and to the lst Battalion, 47th
(51) Personal knowledge (52) Statement of Lt. Col. Clayman.
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Infantry, on the left. Another patrol was dispatch-
ed from Company L to cross the open gound to Helstern
and contact elements of the 16th Infantry reportedly
holding this town. This petrol was driven back by
tanks, or self-propélled cuns, in position around delg-
tern, and no contect was made.. At this time enemy
activity wae observed from Compary L's richt flank a-
long the wooded ridgze lesding north from Helstern. (53)

The battalion ammunition and riconeer platoon
swept the road to the posgltions for mines. To ssve
time, the mlnes that were discovered were covered with
messklits. These messkits could be seen in the dark,
and by driving earound them the venlcles got forward by
2000 hours. Wire wes lald forwar? to the batteslion
glong the road, and by an slternzte route through the
woods, While leaying this wlre, the battaellion cormuni-
catlions officer and several linesmen became casual-
ties when caught in one of the enemy mortar concen-
trations thet fell in the srea durine the nicght. The
logs of these men, and the persistent rain, seriously
affected the efficlency of communication throushout
the rest of this overation. (54)

The 8lum mdrtar platoon moved iIn to new positions
south of the woods, and battalion command group spent
the ﬁight in the command post of the 1st Battalion.
(55)

Throusiiout the niesht, isolated enemy of the for-
metion thet Company K had wrecked drifted about in the
area, nhut offersed 1little opnosition to the battelion's
(53) (54) (55) Perscnal knowledse
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activities. These.trOOps'were ldentified asg part of the
47th Volksgrenadier Division. This unit had been in
the act of movinrs in to relieve troops on the front line
i1n the Bchevenhutte sector when the air and artillery
bombardment commenced on 16 Noveﬁber. In spite of trls
disrﬁption, they were sble to reinforce thertroops arounc
Hamlich, because they had avolded the ﬁowns upon which
most of the bombardment had been placed. The compahy
which had been overrun by Company X had be=n construct-
ing & reserve line for the Hamich defenders td fall back
on. They had had no idea of the proximity of the Amer-
lcans. (56)

At 2130 hours, 20 November, Colonel Clayman recelv-
ed orders from ths regimental commander that at 0800
on the following morning the battalion was to attack to
the north end selze the town of Hucheln. The 1lst Battal-
ion, 47th Inféntry, would continue to attack ©ill 167
on the 3rd Battalion's left, and the 16th Infantry, from
1ts positiohs in Héistern, would attack north along the
ridze east of the 3rd Battallon's positions, From the
results of Company L's patrol actlion toward Helstern at
1600 hours, Colonel Clayman doubted the report of the
capture of thls town and reguested artillery fires on
the nown enemy vosltlons 1in that area a8 preparation
for the morning'’s attack.. However; these fires, and also
firés on the rldse eazt of the battali@n's pogltlons
were refused by the lst Division Artillery Headquarters
as being too close to the reported positlons of the 16th
(56) Personal knowledge; A-B, p. 93-94,
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Infantry. (57)

Because of the battallion's exposed flanks, and as
the woods were now hardly wlde enouzh to deploy more
than a company, the battalion commander decided to at-
tack the next mornine in a ¢olumn of companies. Com-
pany L would lead off znd selze the Bovenburg Farm

Qg - bulldin#s. Thls aceomplished, Zompany I, following
Compeny L, Qould vass beyond and assault Huchein. Jom-
Q-‘ pany X would be in reserve and follow Company I. The
_3Q Q{ attached tanz »latoon would approach the objiective of
§§ QO Company L by following the road that ran alons the easﬁ
Yo silde of the woods. A twentj minute artillery and mor-
tar preparation was planned on the farm builldings end
the southwestern edze of Hucheln. The only artillery
forward observer with the battallion, and sn obssrver
frem the 8lmm morter platoon would accompany Company L.
Cne machine sun platoon was atteched to Company L and
another to Company I. Orders for the attack were is-
A o sued ét_gggg hours and then the battalion settled down

for sleep under a steady drizzle of rain. {58) (Sse Map

CONTINUATION OF THE ATTACK AND 4 REVERSAL

At 0600 the following mornine, Compeny L sent pat-
rols foward to seek the enemy rorior fto the jump-off.
Vo ??hese patrols preoceeded about 200 vards forward and de-
L @3; tected German volces and scunds of movement. They
s Qlﬁi were not detscted by the enemy and returned with their
\Q“- %FJ information. OColonel Clayman included thls area in the

(57) Statement of Lt. Jol. Zlayman (58) Perscnal know-
ledre,
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preparztory fires for the attck. (59)

A battalion observetion post was established 1n
& dugout slone slde the rosd, wnlch had sneltered the
comrend -o8t of Jompany L durine the nlght. At Q740
hours, the mortar end aftillery creperations commenced.
At this time, simller fireé eould be heard in the vie-
inlty of Hill 157, but all was culet on the‘right flank.

At OBOOQ nours, the leading piatoons of Compeny L
rose from thelr holes and moved forward on the heels
of the lifting preparatory fires. 1In a metter of win-
utes, Compeny L besan meeting resistance but tinls wes
gulckly overcome. Apparentiy the fir=s had cauzht the
Germans completely by surorise. About 200 prisoners
were rounded up and sent to the rear, then Company L
qulcikly reorsanized and continued towards thelr ob-
lective with Company I close behind. (60) At about
0930, scattered flring was heard to the front, followed
by tne chatter of heavy machline éuns. Shortly there-
efter, the first enevy shell fire of the rorning came in
with & crash, (61) |

The leadinz platoon of Company L, led by Staeff
Serssant Zaymond W. Xing, ceme to the far edze of the
woods at aboﬁt 0930 hours. Before them lay &n open
mezdow extendine for sbout 300 yards to the bulldings
of the farm. Most of the buildings were enclosed by &
stone wzll ebout eleht feet nigh. A two and an half sto-
ry house of stone was the main structure witain the wall,
A few yards to the risht of the house were a barn and

(59) statement of Lt. Col. Clayman (60) (61) Personal
knowledge. '
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other out bulldings. The meadow ﬁas broken up by a
shallow stream bed running from the woods to the bulldings.,
About a hundred yards from the edse of the woods was a
wire fence covered with brush which extended across the
front. Beyond the farm was the twenty foot embankment
of the Aachen-Duren railroad. This wes plerced by un-
derpasses for two roads lesdine to Hucheln, the roof-
tops of which could be seen beyond the embankment.

As Bergeant King signalled his men forward, all
was qulet except for.distant firing to the west and the.
grunting of tanks moving back in the woods. XNo move-
ment was observed to the front. (See Map FO- Sketch)

As the nlatoon moved out, & few shots rang out
from the fence line. The platoon dropped'to the ground
and returned the fire, (62)

The lst Platoon, Company M, which had been at-
tached to Jompany L for the attack, had found nositions
at about 0900,lalong the west edge of the woods. From
here the farm bﬁildings and the railrdad embankment
could be covered by the machine guns. The équads set J/
up their weapons and the‘platoon leader watched for théy
movement of Company L. When Sergeant King's platoon ;
left the woods and the enemy fired, all four machine
guns retallated with rapid fire on the buildings. Un-
der the cover of this fire, the riflemen rushed the fence
line end routed the estimated Cerman aquad entrenched
there. At this instant, & saower of heavy mortar'rounds
fell on the positions of the mechine gun platoon, silenc-

(62) sStatement of 1st Lt. Louls M. Schnelder, platoon
leader, lst Plt., Co. M, during this period.
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ing their guns. {63) The riflemen of Comoany L nushed
‘on from the fence line but were bestan back by “eavy
small erms flre and erenszdes from the windows of the
farm house. Some twenty men of this platooﬁ were -later
found dead within ten yards of the wall around the
bulldings. The remaind=r of the olatoon withdrew to the
fence line and occunied the Ferman positions there. (64)
In the meantine, Lieutenant Lester hed arrived at the’
edze of the woods and a= the enemy fire WEE falling |
on the machine zun 2latoon, more shells bezan falling
near nis position. Seelng the streambed to his rizht
front, he dsshed for thiet cover and the rast of Som-
peny L followed. |
| Lieutenant Lester then contaﬁted the battalion-
commander by radio and ex;laininé tne sltustion, re-
quested thet the tanks be hurried to the scene. Zol-
onel Clayﬁan left thne obervation post and caught up
with the tanks wnich were creeping down the rosd on the
east edge of the woods. The tank onleatosi lezder was
concerned about possible mines in the road, and deep mud
in the adjacent flelds precluded deployment of the plat-
oon. As the lsad tank ceme to a point from wnich the
btuildings could be seen, the platoon ceme under fire.
from four or five enery tanks firinz from the edre of
the woods north of Helstern. The two lead tarnks were
immedlately knocked out, blockine the road, and the re=-
ralnder spun about andrscuttléd bacx into the woods. (65)
While this action was teking place, it seemed to

(63) (64) Statements of Lt. 3chneider (65) Statement
of Lt. Cel. Claymean, prvsonsl knowledrze.
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the men in Companies L end I thet the entlire welsht of
the German Artillery Corps wés massed on thelr small
pateti of Bovenburg Woods. At about 1000 hours, Cap=-
tain Halph ®. Manuel, commander of Company I, con-
cluded that to remain in the woods was suleldal for his
comoany. Practlically every round coming in was a tree
burst from which there wes no cover. But in the mead-
ow to the front ﬁhere seemed to be less fire, so he
went forward with hls orderly to .see what Company L

was dolnz about the situation.

Wnen Captaln Manuel found lieutenant Lester in
the streambed, he noted that little of the total_en-
emy fire was coming from the bulldings and he felt
thet an ageressive attacz made qulckly would take the
. bulldinzs. He told Lieutenant Lester to wove his
company into the buildings. The lieutenant replied
tnat he was trying to do Just that but couldn't get
hls men moving. Captain Manuel then noticed tﬁat &=
lone of Company 1., the survivors of the platoon of
Serggant King were filring thelr rifles. He yelled
at these men to charge the builldings and ran for-

Qard to Join them. At this time, the enemy in the
bulldines opened filre with & machine zun from the up-
stairs of the mein bulldings, enfilading ﬁhe strecam-
bed and causing many casualties, including Lieuten-
ant Lester.

Catching up with the riflemen, Captaln Manuel de~
clded to send half his force around each slde of the
well, and assault the position from the rear. BRack at
the edre of the woods he saw & friendly tank and he yel-
1éd and signalled for this tank to fire on the building
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but he ot no response. This was one of the tanks which
he¢ already been knocked out. By now, enemy tanks, or
antl-tank guns, were firing into the woods from all sides.
Two tanks could be seen firing from the north side of
Hill 167. Another was operating up and down 1in back of
the railrosd émbankment, and a fourth waé firtng from
under the Heistern-Hucheln Road underpass of the ratle
road. (See Map-E) As Captaln Manuel's group approachéd

the bulldings, they came under concéntrsted small arms
fire and Serzeant King was wounded. . The captain sent
him back with a message to Colonel Claymen to send Com-
pany I up to joln him, end to fire artillery at the em-
- bankment. Under the shelter of the wall, these men
found that they were safe from small arms fire, but
then the enemy began throwing grenades over the wall on
top of them. The men deshed around to the rear of the
bulldlngs end met head on with a counter-asttacking force
led by & German captain. Serrseant Cleveland Dykes waé
flrst on the triszger of his sutomatic rifle and dispers-
ed this group, but & moment later he was kllled. Cap-
tain Manuel, followed by the remainder of his men, ran
through a door in the wall and inéo the arms of a group
of walting enemy who took them prisoner. (66)

Back at the battalion observatlion posat, which wes
also under heavy fire, Colonel Clayman requested artil-
lery fire on the nositions of the tanks loceted north of
Helstern, but agéin this fire was refused by lst Division
Artillery as being too close to the 16th Infantry. The
colonel also repeétedly redloed the companles for in-

(66) Statement of Captain (Major) Ralph T. Manuel, com-
manding Company I at this time..
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formetion. There wes no response from Jompeny L, but
finally Company L's operstor called in and reported

thet Jeptain Manuel had been killed or captured. He also
steted that the executive officer had dicappesred and
that one of the olatoon lesders hed taken commend. Jom-
vany I was sufferins neevy casuelties and wzitine for
orders. (67)

At tnis time, approximately 1200 hours, down the
rellroaed from Tschweller came a self-propelled arméred
railroad gun. This formidable device halted at the edoe
of the woods east of the farm and, ignoring thé hail
of artillery five belngs directed at 1t, besan -umping
170mm shells into the positions of thé battallon., This
continued for about ten rinutes and then the vlece con-
tinued to the east. This novel cloge support weapon
was blasted out of existence iater in the afternoon by
friendly olanes. (68)

l1st Lieutensnt Gael M. Frazier, the sxecutive of=-
flcer of Zompany L, arrived &t the observation cost at
gbout 1230 hours and reported thet 11 of the officers
in the comoeny were casusltles erxeept hlmself end thet
he nad less thén fortvy men left. He requested thet the
tenk nlatoon sosgin make an attempt to cet down to the |
farm ané nelp ris company selze the hbulldinas. ie had
been unable to find the artillery forward observer and
the morter chserver wes dead. The tank platoon lesad-
er wee sent for and waen he entered the dugout he wss
comnletely shaken end incoherent. Wnen Colonel Clayman
(67) Personzl knowledse {68) 3tatement of Lt. Col. Clay-
man.
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ordered him to take ~is tanks down to the farm agaln,
the officer became hystericsl. A few minutes later he
was wounded. (69)

By this time the messeaze from 5aptain Manuel ar-
rived by messenger, and Colonel Claymen left the ob-
servatlon post with the mortar piatoon leader to see
what could be done with Company I. There were no cot-
munications by wire or redlo left to the battalion com-
mander, except for the more powerful set of the artil-
lery lialson officer at rezimental headguarters and
through him the regimental commander. (70)

At Company I, the battalion commander “ound that
this company was decimated. The shell fire was shred-
dine the trees about 1t and blocking every exit from
thelr position. Colonel Cleymen returned to the ob-
servation post and over the artillery radio, explained
the situatlon to regiment. Permlsslon was immediately
grented to disensase and runners went forward with or-
ders for the companies to withdraw to their.ofiginal
positions. (71) "

Shortly after thi;, the basttalion executive offic-
er, Major William L. Tanner, arrived wlth the armored
half-treck prlme movers.of the antl-tank clztoon and a
group of cooks and clerks. These men‘and vehlcles went
to work evacuating the wounded. Major Tenner took one
of the half-tracks into the open field east of the woods
and from this moblle observation post directed smoke con-

(69) Personal knowledge (70) Personal xnowledse (71)
Statement of Lt. Col. Clayman.
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centrations to cover the withdreawal of the battallon.
(72)

The heavy weapons company commander weas dispetched
to the right flenk to find out why so much of the filre
had been coming in from that direction. This offlcer
found mo one on the right flank. Dropning back, he
found the commend cost of the adjacent battalion com-
mander and learned from tnis offlcer thet his unit had
not bheen ordsred to attack at 0BOO nours that morning,
but, instead, had been shlfted scutn to reinforce the
troops etill fightine at Helstern. {73)

Ag the smoke covered the farm area, the enemy fire
slackened and the troops were sble to move back. FEach
returning group was met by a membef of the command group
and guided to its ofiginal positions, There 1t wa: givén
orders to prepare to defeﬁd,against an expected enemy
counter-attack. To reinforce the 1line, Zolonel Clayman
sent for the intelligence section, the ammunition and
ploneer olatoon, and the enti-tank platoon. By 1600
hours, the bettalion was manning a weak but organized
defensive position. (74)

Patrols of medical ald men augzuwented by cooks and
headquarters clerks went forwérd to pull cut the wounded
that had been left in the withdrawal. This work, under
the direction of 1st Lieutenant Willism . Horan, exec-
utive officer of Company M, continued throushout the
night. Thne only enemy encountered were German lltter
bearers evacuating some of Zompany L's wounded. These

(72) Personal knowledge (73) Personal knowledse (74)
Personel knowledge.
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were relieved of their leazds and sent on thelr way. (75)

The casualties for the dey's operaticns totslled
twenty offlcers and 335 enllisted men as k11led, wounded
or =milssing. This was more than the entlre regiment hsad
suffered in a sincle day in eny of its campaigns. (76)

Throughout the nisht the tattalion swaited the ex-
pected enemy counter-attack, but tnis did not meterial-
ize. ©n the following ~orning, the lst Battallon, 47th
Infanrtry, ceptured Hill 167, and the 2nd Battallon was
movine on Hucheln from the west. The 3rd Battaiion be-
came the regimental reserve and remained in position.

On 22 Novewmber and 23 November, patrols from Som-
pany K orobed the farm but revorted no enemy activity.
In the early morning of 24 Novewber, Gompany K slicped
down through the woods and after & ten minute prepar-
ation by the artilléry and mortars, and a olatoon of
nachine zuns, successfully assaulted the farm and the

railroad erbankment azainst light resistance. The com=-

- pany, &nd the 2nd Platoon, Zompany M, were then attach-

ed to the 2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry, for operations
east of Hucheln. The 3rd Battalion remalined in reziment-
al reserve. (77)

The return of Zaptsein Eanuel to_the battzllon 1in
April, 1645, after nls recapture by the Russian Army,
shed further light on the enemy situetion &t Bovenburg
Farm on 21 November. The enemy occupied the farm pro-
per with a paratroop company, reinforeed with heavy
(75} Statement of lat Lt. {Capt.) William H. Horan, ex-

ecutive officer, Co. M during this period, (76) a-9,
p. 105, personal knowledse, (77) Personsl knowledge.
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machine suns, mrorter, =2nd 2 tank. The taelance of a para-
troop battalion occucied positicns along the raiiroad
embankment end in the woocs ezst of the farm. An ertil-
lery observer wes also instelled in the farm house. The
enemy &oparently had no ldea of the damere dealt the 3rd
Battallon, and fearine stronger attaéks, withdrew to

“Welswelller on the nleht 21- 22 November. (78)

ANALYSYS AND CRITICISM

In studylng this operstion, with its prelude of
maseed alr and artillery support, 1t 1is inevitable that
1t be compared unfevorsbly with that similar operation
tnown popularly as %"The St Lo Breakthroush". VIT Zoros,
(with the 3rd Battallon, 47th Infantry, participating),
touched off both of these ettacks, ané whlle the effort
gt 5t Lo was a smashinq success sfter onlv one day's
slugsing by tne infantry, the 16 November attsck was
still inching ahead on 21 Novewb:zr, flve deys after the
Jump=-off. One reason why & repetition of "The Bresk-
through".did not ocecur wes that the alr essault failed
to deal & devastatine btlow to the enemy infantry as it
hed in Normendy. This fazilure was the result of super-
cautlicen on the part of the high command. Nﬁ chance was
taken whlch mizht heve resulted in the bomblng of friend-
ly forces., Wnile it was nécessary to handle such a lethal
problem as "Operation "Q" with care, note thet thzre
was no neevy bouoblng within three mlles of the well-marked
friendly front lines. Dive bombers hit conly the easily
icentified enemy held towns in reer of the eneny lines,
(78) Stetement of fapt. (Major) Ralph Manuel.
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and much of this bombing went astray, still further to
the rear. Tnere was no Eombing of the enemy's front line
positions and this would have been possible 1f sufficlent
tacticel 2ir control parties had been made avallable, to
talk fhe pllots down on their exact targets. If & thor-
ough saturetion had been given Gressenich, Hamich, and
the surrounding woods and hills, it is doubtful if the
enemy would have been able to 81z himself out of the
ruins to man his defenses szs well and as quickly as he
did.

As for the battalion's operations, Company K's ac-
tion on 20 November 1s certainly worthy of praise. The
company commander's ready realization of the impending
enemy reaction to his penetration, andéd his prompt de- |
¢cision to move forward quicklf, undoubtedly saved his
unit meny casualtles. The company reacted promptly, and
wlth tactical unity, rushed forward to cut off the with-
drawing enemy. These acts exemplify the highest type
of leadership and troop discipl}ne.

The attacz of the 3rd Battalion on Bovenburg Farm
on 21 November falled primerlly because of a lack of co-
ordination of effort between the 1lst Infantry Division
end 1ts attached 47th R.C.T. For the attack on this
date, the combat team commandef was informed thet all
battalions would Jump off from thelr curfent positions
at 0800 hours. Thereafter, plans for the employment of
the left flaﬁk battalion of the 16th Infantry, {on the
3rd Battalion's right), were changed and this unit did
not move forward as originally scheduled. Thé 47¢h R.C.T.
was not informed of tnis change. (79)

(79) Statement of Col (Brig. Gen.) Smyﬁhe.
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Helstern was reported as navine been teken by ths
- 1st 5ivision on 20 November. Actually this town was
not cleared until 22 Yovember. {80) On 21 Noveuber,
much of the fire thgt declmated the 3rd Battallon was
directed from Heistern and the hish ground around this
town.

The formation adopted by the 3rd Battelion on 21
November micht be criticized as not ewploying the rrin-
¢iple of mass, however, rthe column formation in the
attack 1is aocepted'as proper wnen flaenks are ekposed.

If it becomes impossible to maintain contsct with ad-
Jecent units, it is safe to assume that your flanks

are exposed. Due to the density of Bovenburgerwald,

1t was impossible for the 3rd Rattalion to maintain con-
taect with 1ts adjascent units,

The attached tank platoon was operating with the
3ré Battallon for the first time. Consequently, little
mutual confidence was dlspleved by elther tanker or
tnfantryman, Stendard attachments should be the rule
1f complete mutual confidence and co-operation are to
bs enloyed. Zecent chances in the table of orzanizetion
for the iInfantry regiment should go far to correct this
deficliency, which was & cormon one in World "ar II. The
main‘advantagés of tanks zs weapons rest in thelr shock
actiqn, fire power and mobllity. The tank pletoon work-
ing with 3rd Battalion on 21 Novenber exhibited none
of these characteristics in its movement to the farm.
Had the tanks moved in fast, they wculd not have
(80) A-14, 20- 22 November, 1844,
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been such easy targets for the enemy gunners. Roadbound
as they were while rounding the easterﬁ‘side of the woods,
the tanks were at a dlstinct disadvantage. However, the
sltuation was qriticai end it is believed that thelr
employment was Justified.

While their efforts were futile 1n the face of
overwnelming enemy resistance, thé action involving Cap-
tain Manuel and Sergeant King's platoon serves aé an
excellent example of the inspired reaction of scldlers
to couraseous leadership.

Much credit is due the battalion's small unit lead-
ers and the individual men for their self-control in‘
the face of seeming disaester. At no time was there any
slgn of = rout, or any mass hysteria. Wwhen orders were
lssued, response was prompt. The withdrawal was made
ln an orderly manmner. A typlcel example was the return
ofAthe machine gun platoon that supiorted the initial
assault on the farm. When the order came to withdraw,
the platoon leader, platoon sergeant, and four men were
gll that remained of a full platoon. These men hand-
carrlied back to thelr original positions three complete
heavy machine guns, with accessories and ammunition.

The fourth gun hed taken a direct hit and was abandoned.

The terrific beating teken by the 3rd Battalion was
not entirely in vain. The enemy was dlsconcerted by his
mumerous casualties, and tne soppearance of the battalion
In the Bovenburg Woods. The sallent thus created was
one reeason the enemy withdrew from Hill 167 and Helstern
to a new line further east. (81)

(81) Statement of Lt. Col. Clayman.
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LESSCNS

Leagscns to be 1earned from this operetion are:
1, Tacticel alr support must be brought 1n cloee
enourh to allow the attacking infantry time to assault
the tareet before tﬁe,enemy can recuperate.

2. When an enemy posltlon ls broken, the advan-

+ i g AR A

tace must be exploited_q@ickly and vligorously for max-
1mum Suecess;.

3. When coming under shell fire, attacking in-
Tantry must press on to their objectlve as rapldly as
possible:'?Artillery and mortar flre cannot be adjust=-
ed as fast es disclplined and well-led infentry can ad-
vance{] |

4. Vigorous patrolline by =a halted attacking
force must bem;“;eeelar procedure if contact with the
enemy 1s to be maintalined.

E. %}unit mey attack in column if its flanks
are exposed Tﬂis fermatien“eff;rewthe commender zood
control when oeeratinp under conditions of restricted
visibility, however, the punch of the unit is weakened

by its use.

6. Radios alone should not be depended upon

e AR R T At B e o o .

when ooeratina 1n dense woods, or in extremely wel wea-
taer. Under these conditions, wire lines must parallel
radio nets.

7. Sueoortinq wearons should be in positicn

o, T — e

to cover the advance of infantry whenever and wherever

possible.

8. Attached units should be ziven the same
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' trol is maintained during & withdrawal.

o | ¢

agsiatence and suldance zs oreganic units 1f co-ordin-

Tt
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ation of operatioms is tc bs effective,.
9. '%hen thelr employment is Jjustified,

tanks should move in to battle.exgloiting their char-

USRS R

acteristic snock action, fire power and mobility to

the utmost.

10. Tanks and infantry should hablitually
traln and operste aw—oert 6T THE §éme tean In order to
develor mutual confidence.

11, 5Shelling troops in wooded areas can

be &5 effective as air bursts over troops ;h:the open.

R

- o 12. It musit be expected that troop iead-
grs and other zey personnel will' become casualtles in
gen infantry sttack. =eplacements must be destegnated
g1d trained before combet is initiated.

13. TGreat care must be taken thet con-

A b gy
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